THE COLLECTED WORKS OF MAHATMA GANDHI
Have we then the requisite discipline? Have we, a friend
asked me, evolved the spirit of obedience to our own rules and
resolutions ? Whilst we have made tremendous headway during the
past twelve months, we have certainly not made enough to war-
rant us in embarking upon civil disobedience with easy confidence.
Rules voluntarily passed by us and rules which carry no sanction
save the disapproval of our own conscience must be like debts of
honour held far more binding than rules superimposed upon us
or rules whose breach we can purge by paying the penalty there-
of. It follows that if we have not learnt the discipline of obeying
our own rules, in other words carrying out our own promises, we
are ill-adapted for disobedience that can be at all described as
civil. I do therefore suggest to every Congressman, every non-co-
operator, and above all to every member of the All-India Con-
gress Committee to set himself or herself right with the Congress
and his or her creed by carrying on the strictest self-examination
and by correcting himself or herself wherever he or she might
have failed.
THE NEXT MEETING
The forthcoming meeting of the All-India Congress Commit-
tee will nearly decide our fate so far as the attainment of our three
ends during this year is concerned. We must have a programme
which, if we vote for it, we must carry out at the cost of our lives,
I am hoping that everyone will come with the fullest information
about his own constituency on 'every point. I hope that every-
one will come with a clean slate so far as his own obligations
under the programme are concerned. Let every member realize,
that he or she is a representative of the people and especially
his electors in a manner in which the stalwarts in the reformed
councils cannot claim to be. Let him think out the meaning of his
responsibility, if he as a representative is to play his part in at-
taining the national goal during the next two months.
MORE SIGNATURES
Telegrams and letters have poured in upon me from Desh-
bandhu Das downwards authorizing me to insert their signa-
tures to the Manifesto1 on the Karachi Resolution. I am not an-
nouncing all the names, because I hold it to be unnecessary. It
was a demonstration to show the Government that the Mussulman
divines were not the only ones who held it sinful to serve the pre-
* Vide "A. Manifesto", 4-1Q-192L